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Engagement with European Health: Opportunities and risks in the North West of England
The purpose of this briefing is to:

· Explain the role of the NW Health Brussels Office
· Outline areas for engagement with European issues
Briefing paper 58
This Briefing has been prepared for VSNW by 
Chris White

Senior EU Health Specialist

NW Health Brussels Office

c.white@northwesthealth.eu
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What is the North West Health Brussels Office?

The North West Health Brussels Office www.northwesthealth.eu is a team of experts dedicated to exploring the opportunities and potential impacts that EU policy, legislation and funding can have on the NHS, other health related organisations and public health across the North West of England. The Brussels Office can:

· Help promote good practices from your organisations at the EU level, aiding benchmarking against our European peers

· Advocate in Brussels to ensure that EU policies and opportunities add value to our members

· Act as a knowledge broker of advanced European information of relevance to your organisation.

· Provide training on European advocacy, policy and funding to increase capacity within your organisation to engage with European opportunities.

· Facilitate fruitful partnerships with other European organisations, networks and regions on issues of relevance to your organisation.

Why engage with Europe?

The European Union has a large impact on the NHS, other health related organisations and our health as citizens.  Through European legislation such as working time, patients’ rights in cross border care, the Common Agricultural Policy and food labelling, the EU debates and decides on issues that impact our health service and everyday lives.  That impact may be monetary, clinical, policy or funding related and can reach the far corners of the NHS.  These debates can originate outside of our traditional forums several years before they eventually reach our attention.  By this time they may be less open to influence and may present a risk to our organisational values, practices and strategies.  

Whilst some European legislation and policies may present a risk to health related organisations or public health, there is a multitude of policy, profiling and funding opportunities that we can currently benefit from.  Coupled with this, the EU is now entering its next planning period, with future fundamental aims, objectives, policies and funding streams of the European Union being debated.  Now is the time to engage in these debates to ensure the benefit for the NHS, other health related organisations and the health of our citizens.

What is the risk of not engaging?

· Being cut out of the European decisions that influence our health services and the health of our citizens.  

· Implementing policies and legislation that we have not influenced or prepared for.

· Reduced knowledge of and access to European funding opportunities to further our health agendas

· Not being able to adequately benchmark against other European organisations or countries

· Reduced profile and subsequent opportunities on an international stage

What do we need to do?

· Look further up stream than sub-national and national levels, recognising the importance and understanding the European impact.

· Advocate for European policies and legislation which benefit our health and add value to NHS and other health related organisations.

· Improve our networking at sub-national, national and European level to ensure better information flows, policy influence, higher profile on the European stage and better information flows.

· Encourage more participation in European funding programmes to further our health goals.

· Profile our good practices at a European level to raise international awareness of our successes and facilitate benchmarking and further exchange.
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