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Support for key community organisations available from bassac
The purpose of this briefing is to provide a brief summary of: 
· bassac
· bassac’s current programmes: collaboration, voice, impact, Communitybuilders and inspiring democracy programmes

· bassac’s key services: including up to 15 days collaboration support, Axis of influence tool, and ChangeCheck guide and resources
Briefing paper 25
[image: image2.jpg]
Anton Schultz
North West Regional Manager, bassac
anton@bassac.org.uk
Tel: 0161 614 8323

Mobile: 07955 364 192 

www.bassac.org.uk 
Support for key community organisations in the North West

bassac is working to develop and support community anchor organisations in the North West. 
As one of three national organisations that make up the Community Alliance
, bassac has recently appointed Anton Schultz as Regional Manager for the North West. Anton is now seeking to make contact with community organisations in the region that would benefit from bassac’s support.

What is bassac?

bassac stands for the British Association of Settlements and Social Action Centres and was originally established almost 90 years ago. It is a national, membership-based charity that supports organisations which tackle social issues in the communities where they are based.
Typically, bassac’s members are independently governed, community-based, value-driven, organisations which deliver a range of services. They are organisations which are actively engaged in developing their community: community anchors.
bassac’s current programmes of work

bassac runs a number of key programmes for the third sector: 

The Collaboration programme provides resources, skills, and consultation support to facilitate effective collaborations within the voluntary and community sector. bassac is the lead in the Collaboration Benefits national support service funded by Capacitybuilders. 
Support for groups includes:
· a training programme targeted towards development workers to help improve facilitation of collaborations. 
· free facilitation and consultancy support to clusters to help work through issues such as agreeing goals, developing consensus, developing joint business planning processes, and establishing effective cluster management processes. In the Northwest there is up to 15 days specific support available to work with new or existing clusters of between 3 and 8 organisations. 
· a variety of resources including case studies and good practice guides regarding collaboration, accessible on the bassac web site.
Voice: bassac is involved in a number of pieces of work to increase the influence of communities and community organisations through campaigning and advocacy. Part of this work involves delivery of the Axis of Influence tool, in partnership with Changes consultancy. Facilitation support is available to organisations that want to consider and develop their influence through structured discussion-based workshops. A bassac taster session in collaboration with VSNW will available early in the new year. Changes’ Axis of Influence tool: www.changesuk.net/resources/axis-of-influence-series-voice-and-echo/
Impact: bassac provides support and resources to help organisations measure and develop the impact they are having on their community. ChangeCheck is a practical guide for community organisations to assess their impact, using a range of materials to demonstrate the wider contribution the organisation makes to the local community. Products and services available include: the impact self-assessment workbook; a ChangeCheck taster workshop, and the full ChangeCheck process, as well as a range of impact case studies.
bassac is providing support for impact assessment work, using ChangeCheck, as part of the Communitybuilders programme.

Communitybuilders: As part of the Community Alliance, bassac is one of the delivery partners involved in implementing this £70 million pound investment targeted at community anchor organisations. Anton is available to talk to organisations in the Northwest about the Communitybuilders programme and the opportunities this presents. 
Communitybuilders: http://www.communitybuildersfund.org.uk/
Inspiring democracy: bassac is currently developing a programme of work to support community organisations work together with councilors and council officers to empower and engage communities in political processes. The inspiring democracy programme will be be launched at the bassac national conference to be held in Manchester on the 3rd and 4th March 2010 with a range of workshops and speakers exploring the theme. . 
For further information

If you are interested in finding out more about bassac, and how your organisation could benefit by becoming a member, please visit bassac’s website: www.bassac.org.uk or contact:
Anton Schultz

North West Regional Manager, bassac

anton@bassac.org.uk
Tel: 0161 614 8323

Mobile: 07955 364 192
VSNW (Voluntary Sector North West) is the regional voluntary sector network for the North West. The purpose of VSNW is to ensure that the voluntary and community sector (VCS), in all its diversity, takes its full part in shaping the future of the North West.

VSNW works with 150 members which

· work across the region directly supporting and delivering services for individuals, or

· are VCS infrastructure organisations (LIOs) that work with local voluntary and community groups.

VSNW members provide community services, regenerate neighbourhoods, support individuals, promote volunteering and tackle discrimination. The 40 generalist LIOs in membership of VSNW have a membership of 6,780 VCS groups and are in contact with 19,800 local voluntary and community sector groups in the North West – just under two-thirds (63%) of the region’s VCS groups.
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� The Community Alliance (� HYPERLINK "http://www.comm-alliance.org/" �http://www.comm-alliance.org/�) is a national alliance of the Development Trusts Association (DTA), Community Matters and bassac. 
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