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Shaping the Future of Care Together

The purpose of this briefing is to:

•
Summarise the Shaping the Future of Care Together Green Paper
•
Explain how NAVCA and Regional Voices are working together to provide a sector response to this consultation

•
Introduce key staff working on this

Briefing Paper 24
Margaret McLeod

Policy & Network Officer - Health & Social Care
Email: margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9300
Mob: 07908 683927
12th October 2009
Shaping the Future of Care Together: briefing
Overview

The Green Paper, Shaping the Future of Care Together, sets out a vision for the future of adult social care in England. It proposes a new National Care Service that aims to be fair, simple and affordable for everyone. It makes the case for fundamental reform to the current system and invites views about the options for funding a new system of care and support. This paper gives a brief outline of the Green Paper and explains the different ways of engaging in the debate. For more in-depth information about the complex issues raised in the document, visit www.careandsupport.direct.gov.uk . The consultation closes on 13 November 2009.

What is the new vision for care and support?

The Government’s vision for a fair, simple and affordable National Care Service identifies six features of the new system that people should have a right to expect:

1. Prevention services - support to help people stay independent and healthy for as long as possible and to prevent care and support needs deteriorating.

2. National assessment - the right for people to have their care and support needs assessed in the same way, irrespective of where they live.

3. Joined-up services - all services working together, including health, social care and housing - particularly when people’s needs are being assessed.

4. Information and advice - so that people can easily understand and navigate their way through the care and support system.

5. Personalised care and support - services tailored to people’s individual needs and choices.

6. Fair funding - everyone who qualifies for care and support will get some help with meeting the cost. 


Consultation questions:

1a) Is there anything missing from this list?

1b) How should this work?

Making the vision a reality

The Government has identified three key changes that are needed to the current system to make the vision a reality:

1. More joined-up working between health, housing and social care services and between social care and the benefits system.

2. A wider range of care and support services so that people have a greater range of services to choose from.

3. Better quality and innovation - staff with the right skills and training and services based on evidence of what works well.

Consultation questions:

2a) Do you agree?

2b) What would this look like in practice?

2c) What are the barriers to making this happen?

Funding options

The Government sets out three options for meeting the costs of the new National Care Service. It is not actively considering a system which is either fully funded by the taxpayer, or a system where the entirety of the cost is borne by those needing care and support. 

1. Partnership - responsibility for meeting the costs would be split between the Government and those needing care and support, with the Government paying for between a third and a quarter of the cost, but covering a higher proportion of the cost for people on a low income. The average cost of care and support for people who are currently age 65 is £30,000.

2. Insurance - similar to the partnership approach, in that people would still have a proportion of the costs met, but the Government would make it easier for people to take out insurance to cover the remainder of their care and support costs. It is estimated that the costs of insurance would be between £20,000 and £25,000.  

3. Comprehensive - everyone over retirement age who could afford it would have to pay into a state insurance scheme. The amount paid into the scheme would depend on people’s means. It is estimated that the cost to individuals paying into the scheme could be between £17,000 and £20,000. The Government would look at having a free care and support system alongside this for people under working age. 

A national or local funding scheme?

This is about balancing the need for a fair and universal system with the need for a system which is flexible enough to respond to local circumstances. Two alternative approaches are identified, which would have different implications for the way funding is allocated:

1. A part-national, part-local system - local authorities would decide how much should be spent on care and support in their local areas, or 

2. A fully funded national system - the Government would determine how much should be spent on care and support and how these resources should be distributed.

Consultation questions:


3a) Which of the three funding options do you prefer? Why is this your preference?


3b) Should local government say how much money people get depending on the

situation in their area, or should national government decide?

How to join the Big Care Debate

The Government is keen to raise awareness of the Green Paper and to engage as many people as possible in a Big Care Debate about how the care and support system should be reformed.

There are many other ways of taking part in the debate:

· Running your own local event - for resources to help plan and run events, including a step by step guide, A3 poster, film, questions to discuss and a feedback form, visit http://careandsupport.direct.gov.uk/stakeholders/run-your-own-event/
· Completing the Big Care Questionnaire online

· Joining the online stakeholder forum

· Responding to the Big Care Debate blog

· Sharing your views in the Facebook group

· Getting the latest updates using Twitter

· Signing up to get regular email updates on how the Big Care Debate is going

· There is a series of Big Care Debate public consultation roadshows and Regional Stakeholder Events taking place across the country

For details of all the above, including the full schedule of roadshows and events, visit http://careandsupport.direct.gov.uk/
NAVCA and Regional Voices, the national forum of regional voluntary and community sector networks in England, will be producing a joint response to the consultation. If you would like to feed into this response, please contact: 

Emma Easton

Regional Voices

T: 0113 394 2300

E: emma.easton@regionalforum.org.uk 

Emma is the project co-ordinator for the new Regional Voices project, Stronger Connections for Better Health, and is based at the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Forum. 

VSNW is a partner in Regional Voices which is a collaboration of the nine Regional Voluntary Sector Networks.  Regional Voices and NAVCA are a national strategic partnership funded through the Dept. of Health to support our regional health and social care work.

VSNW’s Health and Social Care work

Margaret McLeod is the Policy and Network Officer leading on Health and Social Care for VSNW.   More information about VSNW’s health and social care work can be found at http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/health .  To join VSNW’s Health and Social Care mailing list email health@vsnw.org.uk.
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