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Skills for Care:
VCS engagement project
The following briefing provides an outline of VSNW’s work to appropriately link existing voluntary and community sector structures into the work of Skills for Care.

Lesley Connor
Sector Skills Coordinator
Email: lesley.connor@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9305
14 July 2008

Introduction

VSNW are working with Skills for Care on a North West VCS engagement project to increase partnership with the voluntary and community sector (VCS). 
VCS organisations involved in social care have an important role to play in the workforce and skills agenda, as an employer, a provider of learning and training and as a source of expertise and communication, not least through their capacity to engage with excluded groups. 

Skills for Care

Skills for Care are the strategic workforce development body for adult social care in England.

Working in consultation with carers, employers and service users, Skills for Care aims to modernise adult social care in England, by ensuring qualifications and standards continually adapt to meet the changing needs of people who use care services. 

Skills for Care do this by:

· developing National Occupational Standards and qualification frameworks 

· researching issues affecting the workforce and people who use services

· producing a national workforce development strategy
· creating employer led workforce development infrastructure at national, regional and local level.

For more information about Skills for Care in the North West: http://www.skillsforcarenw.org.uk/
Rationale of the engagement project

The rationale of the project was to connect with existing VCS arrangements for engagement in the North West. There was no point starting from scratch and duplicating current structures. 

So, the first step was to map existing networks and forums with an interest in adult social care and VSNW will make the results of this available in the next few months.

Project aims

The Skills fort Care: VCS engagement project aims to:

· encourage and enable ongoing two way dialogue

· map existing VCS forums and networks with an interest in adult social care in the North West 

· add to existing knowledge and increase understanding of the VCS adult social care sector in the North West

· develop a regional engagement strategy for Skills for Care.

Project benefits

In the current context of moves towards self directed care and increasing third sector service delivery there are clear benefits to developing a stronger relationship between the VCS and Skills for Care in the NW including:

· opportunity to influence regional policy on skills development, from a variety of perspectives (employers, service users, carers)

· sharing of good practice, new ways of working, service user and carer involvement 

· access to workforce development support, including funding to develop skills.
For more information about the project or to make sure that your forum or network has been included in the mapping please contact:

Lesley Connor

Sector Skills Coordinator

Email: lesley.connor@vsnw.org.uk
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