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The purpose of this Newsletter is to:

· Introduce you to Promise and its aims,

· Explain how Promise will work,
· Give you the opportunity to get involved.

· Let you know about two key events (including a first full meeting of providers on 7th September, Preston)
What is Promise?


Promise is a new network of third and independent sector Providers of Mental Health Services in the North West. It will be co-ordinated by Voluntary Sector North West as part of NHS North West’s Mental Health Improvement Programme (MHIP).

Promise aims to enable third and independent sector organisations to engage with the MHIP by accessing information, support and links. The Network will also build upon best practice and share knowledge, skills and experience on a region-wide basis.

Mental Health Improvement Programme (MHIP) is a collaborative programme between the NHS, Social Care, the third sector, independent sector, users and carers, which aims to improve mental health across the North West. It was set up following a year-long review of mental health services in our region, which has the highest level of hospital admissions for depression and anxiety. 
MHIP is committed to inclusive working, addressing issues such as community engagement, health inequalities and involvement of seldom heard groups or individuals. The experience and knowledge of service users and carers is central to the work of the programme.  
Voluntary Sector North West (VSNW) is the regional voluntary sector network for the North West. Its purpose is to ensure that the voluntary and community sector, in all its diversity, plays its full part in shaping the future of the North West. As such, VSNW is fully engaged with the region’s health and social care agenda, has experience of other networks and has excellent links within the sub-regions and with organisations dealing with traditionally under-represented groups.
Richard Caulfield, Chief Executive of VSNW, said he would work to ensure that Promise had a significant effect: “We really look forward to working with members to develop this network, to ensure it has an impact both within MHIP and further afield.”

What will Promise do?
· Provide ways for the full range of third and independent sector organisations to engage and influence mental health service delivery across the North West
· Share ideas about developing services and overcoming obstacles

· Raise awareness of good practice in commissioning services

· Support effective, collaborative working

· Showcase examples of new and innovative ways of working

· Provide opportunities for skill-sharing across sectors

· Appoint Promise network representatives to sit on MHIP’s steering and stakeholder boards and directly influence mental health services
· Monitor the progress of third and independent sector engagement with MHIP.

Who will the members be?

Promise will be open to all providers of mental health services from third and independent sector bodies within the North West, from national bodies to smaller grass roots groups. The network will engage organisations on an equitable basis from across the five sub regions: Cheshire, Cumbria, Greater Manchester, Lancashire and Merseyside.

We also want to ensure that we include those working with seldom-heard groups. Therefore the Network will also include providers who work with traditionally under-represented clients, including: Black and Minority Ethnic; young people; prisoners and ex-offenders; older people; gay, lesbian, and bi-sexual people; transgender people; people in rural communities; gypsies and travellers. 
Why should I get involved?

· Promise will support the work of MHIP so ultimately your involvement will lead to an improvement in mental health provision in the North West
· By being a member of Promise you will have access to the latest key information on mental health provision in the North West.

· Promise will be owned by its members and will provide the service that you want, for example, the provision of accessible information on the MHIP and other key issues affecting mental health provision, a members’ virtual network, a regional event, workshops and seminars with key speakers. 
What next?
1. Attend the first full regional event: On 7th September, mental health services providers from across the region will meet in order to explore key opportunities for delivering services, improving effectiveness, and influencing service commissioners. This will be the first full meeting of a new network for Providers of Mental Health Services in the North West: Promise
The meeting will take place at the Gujarat Hindu Society Centre in Preston and further details (including agenda and speakers) will follow shortly.
2. Register your interest in Promise by emailing promise@vsnw.org.uk 
· Please provide your full contact details and at the same time

· Let us know if you would like to attend the September event.

3. Directly represent and influence mental health services in the North West: Over the next few weeks we will be starting the process of recruiting representatives from Promise for the MHIP stakeholder board and steering group. Further details about being a representative will be sent out in the next few days.

· The Stakeholder Board is to be composed of members drawn from as wide a range as possible of stakeholders from across the NW, a third of whom will represent users and carers. This Board will be charged with overseeing the agreement and delivery of the programme and would operate at a strategic level meeting perhaps every 3 - 4 months.

· The Steering Board will be a smaller body of 10-12 members, three of whom would be representatives of users and carers. The Steering Board will meet every 4 – 6 weeks and oversee the detailed development and delivery of the programme.

Another date for your diary
An important part of MHIP is for service users, carers and the general public to contribute their views and ideas to improve local mental health services. A Standing Conference has therefore been established and will be run by UCLAN and Rethink.

The Summer Standing Conference is on Monday 20 July from 10.30am to 3pm at the Liverpool Marriott Hotel. More information from: 01704 511013 or 01704 511018 or standingconference@rethink.org
For further information email promise@vsnw.org.uk or telephone Colette Turner on 07962 115473. Colette is the Interim Promise NW Co-ordinator. 
[image: image2.wmf]Gateway House

Piccadilly South

Manchester

M60 7LP

Tel: 0161 236 9456

Fax: 0161 237 2264

Email: 

enquiries@northwest.nhs.uk

Website: 

www.northwest.nhs.uk

[image: image3.jpg]North West Mental Health Improvement Programme

A collaborative development programme between the NHS, Social Care, the Third Sector and
Users and Carers to improve mental health across the North West












Bulletin #1 July 2009

















