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A collaborative development programme between the NHS, Social Care, the Third Sector and
Users and Carers to improve mental health across the North West





Mental Health Contracting and Commissioning

Report of the Promise Network Event
Thursday 15th April 2010
The Promise NW Network Event was well attended with over forty delegates and speakers attending the Vernon Building, UCLAN, Preston
The Event included presentations on:
· The New Mental Health Contract: Janet Collinson, Assistant                     Director of Commissioning and Strategy NHS Northwest

· Model for Mental Health Commissioning in the Third Sector Dr Christine Lyons and Michelle Lyons, Faculty of Health, University of  Central Lancashire (UCLAN)

 With Workshops:
· Preparation for Tendering: Malcolm Sutton Tender Management Ltd

· Working with Commissioners developing a Mental Health Resource Centre: Elaine Hughes, St Helens Coalition of Disabled People
Comments included:

“V. informative and interesting discussions”
“This is the first event that we have been on the mailing list for and it has proved very useful. Very well organised and enough time to have discussion and input into the workshops”
“Got a clearer picture for first time of what may or what may not apply to my organisation”

Network Session Feedback
Delegates broker up into groups and were asked to consider the future of the Network and respond to questions in the following areas:

· Steering Group – its composition and coverage

· Network – its role with commissioners and membership

· Website – access and use
The following points were fed back:

Network

· The Network should function as a collaborative accessible to all sectors.

· A clear vision for the network was needed – define its purpose.

· ‘What is Promise about?’ is key.

· Commissioners should be included in all aspects of the network

· There are sub regional models of mental health networks that could be looked at, e.g. Cumbria has existing, future and potential provider in membership.

· There is a National Mental Health Provider Forum

· Network should have an advocacy role at regional level – can bring voice of people who would not attend five events but will come to one.

· Needs to be different.

· How to keep the Mental Health voice high up the SHA agenda post the MHIP programme – network as a strategic lead.

Steering Group

· The steering group should reflect the different sizes of organisations in the network as well as geographic areas.

· The steering group could consist of two representatives from each sub-region – ten reps in total.

· Very important that thematic areas were also taken into account.

· Communication was important – feeding in of views and also taking information back down.

· The steering group needed organisations with the time and willingness to make it happen.

· Working on line would address some of the time issues for the Steering Group

Website

· Partitioning the website so that only certain areas can be seen may be unmanageable

· People needed to be encouraged to put up examples of good practice

· Develop the website as a more diverse tool.
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Tel: 0161 236 9456

Fax: 0161 237 2264

Email: 

enquiries@northwest.nhs.uk

Website: 

www.northwest.nhs.uk

