	Name:


	LILLIAN BURNS

	Meeting attended and date of meetings:


	Last 4NW Regional Transport Group (RTG) meeting attended: 21/09/2009.  (N.B. The meeting scheduled for 25/11/2009 was cancelled).  Next meeting due on 26/01/2010
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	Headline News

	1.   The 4NW Regional Transport Group (RTG) has not been given any opportunity to feed into and influence the formative stages of the new single, integrated Regional Strategy, RS 2010.  The last RTG meeting that was cancelled would have been ideally timed to do this if the will had been there by 4NW.  The next RTG meeting will be whilst the RS 2010 public consultation on ‘Issues & Options’ is underway.
2.   The government’s latest command documents on transport are ‘Delivering a Sustainable Transport System’ (DaSTS) and prior to that: ‘Towards a Sustainable Transport System’ (TaSTS).  Both require a significant reduction in harmful emissions, notably carbon, from transport.  (N.B.  Transport contributes over a quarter of all carbon emissions).  The Department for Transport (DfT) has decided to fund 10 national DaSTS studies, two of which impinge on the North of England – ‘Access to Manchester’ and ‘Trans Pennine Corridor’ - and also a series of regional studies.  In the North West the DfT has agreed to fund studies on:  (i) City Region Connectivity (between Manchester, Liverpool and Central Lancashire), (ii) Access to the Port of Liverpool, (iii) Regional Accessibility and Regeneration and (iv) Integrated Transport Block Funding.  In addition to these, the region itself is funding two DaSTS studies.  These are: Behavioural Change (which will build on the 4NW-commissioned work on ‘Active Travel’ that was the subject of a presentation by consultants at the last RTG meeting in September) and ‘Access to the Energy Coast’ (focussing on North Lancashire and the Cumbrian coast). Consultants are being appointed and Project Advisory Groups set up and all the studies will run for just a few months over the beginning of 2010.   One seat on each regional study has been awarded to the voluntary and community/environ-mental sectors via the North West Transport Roundtable (NW TAR).    At the time of compiling this report, it is unknown whether or not there will be any Third Sector seats on the national DaSTS studies.
3.  Early consultations on the third round of Local Transport Plans (LTPs) are getting underway by local authorities around the region and local authorities are also pressing on with their Local Development Frameworks (LDFs), the Core Strategies of which include policies on transport.

	Further Details

	For more details on these headline issues and on other current transport topics, see the full report which was read out by the Convenor to the most recent open NW TAR open meeting at the end of November 2009 (attached) and also refer to the NW TAR website:  www.nwtar.org.uk 

	Impact on RS2010 / Significant Changes from previous meetings

	Members of the 4NW RTG have not had any impact through their membership of this group because the group has not been afforded the opportunity to debate RS 2010 as indicated in (1) above.  Recent RTG agendas have comprised reports “to be noted” and presentations.  This body is not currently being used as it was intended to be used, ie. as an advisory one to the 4NW Leaders Forum.  However, it is hoped that the January 2010 meeting will include a proper debate on RS 2010.

	Groups / Networks / Organisations who will be interested in this information

	The types of sustainable transport groupings which support the North West Transport Roundtable, ie. public transport representative organisations, the Ramblers Association, pedestrians bodies and cycling groups.  Also health bodies interested in the connections between transport and health and environmental NGOs.
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