
[image: image1.jpg]VS N W ‘ Voluntary Sector North West

Accountability | Knowledge | Equality




NWIP Report
December 2010

It seems a long time since we last met as NWIP for a full agenda – but we do appear to have had many more ‘additional meetings’ which the involvement of members has been greatly appreciated.  Undoubtedly the report below will miss something but I am always happy to answer questions related to this work at the meeting or between meetings.
Local Enterprise Partnerships

4 Local Enterprise Partnership bids were accepted in the North West – with Lancashire missing out despite having 3 separate bids.

We know of VCS representation in Cheshire & Warrington and Cumbria, the situation looks less positive in both Greater Manchester and Liverpool City Region.  VSNW will continue to make the case at the tables it can for VCS engagement – we raised it with Nick Hurd who said it was ‘implicit’ in the Cable/Pickles guidance – but we need to give the constant message of need for engagement wherever we are.

Some colleagues think it is not worth our while: recently I was reminded about the power of just ‘turning up’ when I attended a transition group on Business Support: they looked at me as I walked in and said they had ‘missed the third sector’ when drafting the document and my appearance reminded them of the need to write it in!
Future of Infrastructure

At last this discussion is underway and this will form a substantive part of discussion at our meeting.
Big Society
Happy to discuss – and happy to ignore – I can feedback on latest information on any aspect /strand and will do so briefly at the meeting.
GONW

Will be gone by 31st March.  I believe that OCS may look to us to provide some of the intelligence they will miss out on as a result of the demise of GONW and this formed some of the discussion with Nick Hurd.
I will provide an update on GONW placements in the sector at the meeting.

Cuts

We are now working with NCVO on their crowd sourcing and we can access their data fully – the same can be arranged for partners.  This means we can pull out NW Data from what is uploaded rather than try gathering in a number of places.
We are also now trying to gather information on how public sector bodies are handling the cuts with the aim of flagging good and bad practice to Nick Hurd as he requested.  The pro-forma will be circulated shortly and any support in gathering this information will be useful.  We are quite keen to push the positive stories rather than naming and shaming though.

Listen, Value, Invest

We continue to use the message and have done so in a number of places recently.  We are hoping to have a few students helping gather stories as well as GONW placements at some point in the near future.
BASIS2 Regional Work

We have slightly amended outcomes to reflect the need to influence rather than number of bodies we need to influence and are in the process of commissioning evaluation/research on the impact of VCS Influence work: identifying the link between influence and infrastructure with NWDIP.
Representation Portal

The portal is ready to run and easy to use: I will update my work and then we can ask other regional reps to join and update information.  Given the capacity of the site it would be worth considering if it has use for any sub-regions – it would be good for one to trial.
Research

Looking at our next element of research is a substantive item.
Regional Infrastructure Conference

Thanks to all those concerned in the conference – there was overwhelmingly good feedback.  We need to have an initial think about how we would do this better next time and whether we build on the offer made by Nick Hurd to come and speak in the NW.
NWIP/BASIS2 Evaluation

Thanks for those of you who responded or who were interviewed.  A final copy of the report will be available for NWIP shortly.
How the Region Works

This is currently being addressed differently – taking a view on how we can have impact on decisions from the region, in line with changed outcomes.
Public Sector (Social Enterprise & Social Value) Bill 2010

Since VSNW’s involvement with NHS NW Social Value project we have pushed the case for social value commissioning constantly.  We emailed you all with details about this work and continued to lobby hard.

Our work has not gone unnoticed – we met the MP whilst in Westminster and he confirmed that the inspiration came from the NHS NW work – which we have been fully engaged in and he has since written to us to thank us for our involvement (see appendix 1)

Supported Housing Co-ordinator
VSNW now employs the NW Supported Housing Co-ordinator – previously hosted at 4NW.  This work was linked into us via Paul Greenwood on NWIP.  The worker, Martin Morton, is working out of Merseyside Disability Federation in Liverpool on a day to day basis.

Future North West (previously RS2010)

This document has now been created and seems to be having a differing impact in the region: undoubtedly Cheshire & Warrington used it in developing their Local Enterprise Partnership bid whilst others clearly didn’t. 

There are some businesses and business networks who remain strongly committed to the regional strategy and I have submitted a paper for SEEP (Social, Economic and Environmental Partners) to suggest we maintain a cross-sectoral network over the next year and see if we can identify a common agenda that we may work on.  Initial soundings have been positive with the Business Leadership Team particularly keen.

Health & Social Care

VSNW White Paper consultation events where especially successful with a really high turnout and a subsequent response to all the consultation papers.  We have produced briefings along with our Regional Voices colleagues for the additional consultations now underway.

In terms of GP commissioning, I have been asked to sit on a stakeholder group for the NW, looking it will be rolled out.  I have also secured from the stakeholder group, a commitment to a work-stream on commissioning support for the VCS.  This work-stream should be defined shortly.
On Public Health, I am sitting on the NW transition group alongside PCT and LA CEOs with the Department of Health. We have met twice and are working towards influencing the White Paper on a Public Health Service.  We will then try and facilitate consultation alongside partners in the region – so that hopefully we can influence policy together.

We have been involved in the launch of the NW Social Value Foundation – which has been a long time in coming – I am now trying to ensure the assets we have got locked into this foundation - £100k – comes out to the VCS.

Louise Barry sits on the Joint Improvement Partnership workstream on Personalisation.

We will try and upload finer details about all of this work on the representsnorthwest portal shortly.

Empowerment

I am currently assisting NWTWC in discussing its potential legacy with any willing partners.  If no partners are forthcoming I suggest that we maintain the network alongside the Community Empowerment Practitioners Forum during the next year.

NWIEP

We have not had any feedback from NWIEP but I am aware they have money to work with the sector and for work on the Big Society agenda.  I will continue to follow this up.

Learning & Skills

SPV members are heavily involved in discussions with the prime contractors but until we know the full model it is difficult to know ‘what next’.  A number of partners at the table can provide a further verbal update.
Europe

I will ask MNE/NWN to give a verbal update, however I have just taken on chairing the NW Co-operation group and will be able to feedback from that.
4NW/GONW/RDA

These three come together now as this is being dealt with between the Leaders Board and the NW Transition Group.  The transition group is being very much Manchester led, and focussing on a number of areas that partners believe a regional voice is necessary.  I am currently on the transition group looking at Business Support to ensure the sector is not missed out in plans as they develop.  Of course it is unclear what funding may flow from this to the sector, if any.

Appendix 2 is a one page brief on the transition work.

Equalities

VSNW are facilitating the North West Equalities & Diversity Group for the immediate future – Louise Barry and Paul Martin are co-chairs and can give an update.

Volunteering

Tessa Willow will feedback
Local Integrated Services

I provided a short brief last time and there was confirmation in CSR that ‘Community Budgets’ will go ahead with a number of pathfinders in the NW.  I will be attending a full day working programme with the NW pilots in early December so will be able to feedback fully.  These projects will be highly localised but the sector should be fully engaged.

Richard Caulfield

November 2010
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CHRIS WHITE MP

HOUSE OF COMMONS LONDON SW1A 0AA MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR WARWICK AND LEAMINGTON 

Tel: 020 7219 7201 Email: chris.white.mp@parliament.uk

Richard Caulfield 

Chief Executive, Voluntary Sector North West 

St. Thomas Centre 

Ardwick Green North 

Manchester 

M12 6FZ 

23rd November 2010 

Dear Richard, 

I am writing to thank you for your involvement in my Private Member’s Bill. 

This Bill has the potential to promote and support civil society across our country and to better target public spending to benefit our communities. However, without the hard work and dedication of the many hundreds of civil society organisations which lobbied their MPs and helped to give me an insight into their experiences, it never would have passed its Second Reading. 

Although we have cleared the hurdle of the 2nd Reading, there is still plenty of work left to do and I hope that all the organisations which have provided encouragement to me over the past few months will continue to do so as this legislation progresses. 

If you would like to find out how you can specifically help, please do not hesitate to contact my office on chris.white.mp@parliament.uk or call 0207 219 7201. 

Thank you once again for your support. 

Kind regards, 

Chris White MP 
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