DRAFT response from North West Environment Link to the consultation on “Adaptation for sustainable economic growth: Adapting to unavoidable climate change in the North West of England”

Executive Summary
Further research, understanding and action is needed with regard to:-

· The sensitivity of adaptation measures to the natural environment, ie the (positive or negative) impacts that measures taken for others reasons will have on biodiversity, landscapes etc
· The ways and extent to which the natural environment can provide adaptive capacity through ecosystem services, and measures that will need to be taken to protect / enhance that capacity 
· The natural environment as a key “sector” that we need to help to adapt to higher temperatures and extreme weather events, including heat waves, drought and flooding (eg by providing joined up ecological networks / wildlife corridors to enable migration up/north & to/away from water)

All of section 3 needs to be reviewed in the context of these three issues, and much more attention needs to be given to land management and agricultural practices in particular. Some parts of section 4 will also need to be reviewed in this context, especially sections 4.12 (visitor economy) and 4.13 (food, drink and retailing, which includes agriculture – in fact, in light of the major role of agriculture and land management more generally, it would seem more appropriate for this to be separated out from ‘food, drink and retailing’.
This need is emphasised by:
1. The Adaptation Sub-Committee of the Climate Change Committee’s first report (September 2010), which highlights the following as two out of five priority areas for early action:

· Taking a strategic approach to land use planning – for example to (i) ensure that new buildings and infrastructure are sited in areas that minimise exposure to flood risk, do not increase flood risk to others, and do not create a legacy of flood defence or water supply costs; (ii) manage competing pressures on land – urban, natural and agricultural in response to a changing climate; and (iii) enhance green space where effective in the design of towns and cities to help manage surface water drainage and cope with rising temperatures and heatwaves.

· Managing natural resources sustainably – for example by using water more efficiently; improving and extending ecological networks so that species can adapt and move as the climate changes; and making space for water along rivers and the coast.

These priorities are not reflected well in the consultation document, which largely neglects impacts on the natural environment and agriculture of adaptation measures themselves, climate change itself, and their potential to contribute more effectively to adaptation.
2. The final report from The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (a major United Nations Environment Programme initiative with financial support from the European Commission, Germany, the United Kingdom, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Japan) – “Mainstreaming the economics of nature” (October 2010), which highlights the enormous economic value of natural systems and the need to protect and maintain their integrity, including against the impacts of climate change. It also provides an advisory tool for local and regional policymakers, administrators, managers and regulatory bodies at http://www.teebweb.org/ForLocalandRegionalPolicy/tabid/1020/Default.aspx, although this is in regard to biodiversity loss in general and not specifically connected to the challenges of climate change.
There is also a need to prepare for what could be the positive impacts on the North West relative to other locations, eg:

· Less space heating (and therefore lower energy demands)

· Fewer winter deaths

· More visitors

· More outdoor living & activity
· Wider range of higher value crops

Detailed responses to the consultation questions are provided, as requested, on the attached document in tracked changes and inserted comments boxes.
