The North West Housing and Regeneration Board meeting focused on:
 
         Housing Market  in the North West (specifics)

         Regional Strategy 2010

         Investment in the UK Private Rented Sector(increasing use of PRS)

Housing Market Issues in the North West 

· The North West has seen the greatest drop off of new starts on site;

· Affordability is an increasing problem, due to the larger deposits now required by lenders. This has resulted in a drop in first time buyers and a growth in the private rented sector.  

Regional Strategy 2010

A large number of responses were received for the first part of the regional strategy consultation. The second part looking at the next 15 – 20 years is being prepared. Key debates include:

whether the drive for numbers has been replaced by a broader priority to “create sustainable, well-connected and inclusive mixed communities” which takes into account both new and existing stock.
(NWTRA  fully supports and campaigns for sustainable mixed income communities.)
whether new housing numbers should go down to a local authority level or if they should be set at a sub regional level. ( NWTRA supports local "Open source" planning )

The issue of capacity at sub-regional level was raised. 
Investment in the UK Private Rented Sector

The Treasury consultation paper on investment in the private rented sector was introduced. It was agreed that the Treasury involvement in this area was a positive indicator of the importance of this sector to government. The big issues raised by members include standards and licensing/regulation; ( was recognised as a lobbying issue).

The North West Housing and Regeneration Board is still in its formative stages, and whilst there is no certainty around regional structures post May 06th's General Election, NWTRA supports the ongoing Regional Partnership.
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