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1.
Minutes of March 2011 meeting
Taken as a true record.

2. 
     Matters Arising.
a. Regional Housing and Regeneration Board – has been absorbed into the NW Housing Forum (“the representative body for housing in NW England”). Not worth pursuing at present but NWEL will be kept informed of any significant issues / activities via CPRE membership of the Forum 

b. ERDF arrangements – still unclear (Action - Richard C to provide briefing “when the mist lifts”)
c. Big Society & Localism Conference – notes circulated.
VSNW are hoping to host a series of roundtable meetings with senior civil servants / Big Society departmental leads, and would welcome NWEL involvement in relevant sessions (Action – Richard C to keep NWEL updated on progress)
d. Greater Manchester Green Infrastructure Partnership – Andy Y discussed with Ben W. GM GIP is intended to present a single commissioning option to AGMA authorities (and business) re GI projects from the 3rd sector. Very explicitly not an advocacy, policy, representation or community engagement outfit (as NWEL is), therefore not duplicating roles – however we recognise the potential for confusion outside the sector  (Action – Andy Y to contact re scope for involvement of smaller groups)

e. Regional LEP info  - circulated
f. Sub Regional Presences – on main agenda
g. Other Regional Links’ actions about sub-regional agendas - Helen R reported back by email on other regional FoE campaigners’ experience; Nick S reported back on other regions he works with. Situation similar elsewhere to NW re engagement with LEPs – ie very little. South East Forum for Sustainability has written to all LEPs requesting meetings.
h. Big Society & Environment Report to be sent to Liz Newton (new NE lead on BS) - sent it with covering e-mail but no response to date (Action – Kirsty R to follow up with relevant contacts)
i. Public Accounts Committee – Tailored content from Big Society and Environment report submitted as evidence
j. Kirsty R to circulate Conference Report through GreenSpace network (Action – Andy Y to supply Kirsty with introductory paragraph and link to website for next newsletter)
k. 2011 NWEL Action Plan – on main agenda
3.
Leaders Board and Regional Transition Issues
a. Leaders’ Board meeting going ahead this Friday. Papers circulated in the morning before this meeting. Points of interest:
· Update on Atlantic Gateway – Walter Menzies represents the environmental & voluntary sectors on the new AG Partnership Board. While this Board and the AG project as a whole is not exactly open to wider VCS/environmental input, it is the only major economic partnership that recognises the importance of the natural environment

· HS2 consultation – Andy Y will propose that the Board adopt the principles in the Right Lines charter (on NWEL website) in their response. The charter is supported by many NWEL members nationally
· Proposed Future North West conference – NWEL should support this initiative and offer assistance and input as appropriate. More details will follow as they emerge
b. The wider stakeholder ‘SEEP’ group intends to continue to provide a cross-sector network to discuss and promote North West-wide priorities. NWEL will continue to engage with this and other network / umbrella groups that are also members of NWEL may want to become involved in their own right. The SEEP group will meet shortly to discuss how to take this forward. (Action – Andy Y to update on progress)
c. Lancashire LEP has been given approval by Government to appoint a Board. More details when they become available.

d. Other regional organisations: The NW Rural Affairs Forum is submitting an expression of interest to become one of the 10 to 20 groups to will make up a new Defra Rural and Farming Network, that will replace, unfunded, some of the work of the 8 Regional Rural Affairs Forums. The Regional Forestry Forum continues to work towards its manifesto pledge of doubling woodland cover by 2050, and meet next on May 26. You can register at http://www.doodle.com/ui76geueahh2xkze.
4. Sub-regional presences
a. Many but not all members have sent in details of sub-regional groups and activities. Andy Y has not been able to take this work forwards. It was agreed to pull this information together before approaching LEPs as a network, but also that the current delay was not a problem due to the still-emerging nature of the LEPs (Action – ALL send details of sub-regional groups to Andy Y as per previous email request; Andy Y to discuss progressing work with Peter W)

b. The Lancashire Wildlife Trust’s ‘Thin Green Line’ event (to engage with senior local politicians and officers re working together to deliver responsibilities for wildlife and the natural environment) was discussed. Members were very interested and saw value in running similar events on a wider partnership basis, and would like to see greater partnership working around this issue.
5.
Big Society & climate change adaptation

Members were thanked for their contributions to this project. The NW Adaptation Group is trying to find ways to continue with its work.
6.
NWEL Action Plan 

a. It was agreed that NWEL should co-ordinate a response to the consultation on the Sustainability Appraisal of the revocation of RSSs later this year, and if possible to the National Planning Policy Framework, linking it to gaps left by the RSS revocation. Individual members may be required to lead on the sections of most relevance to them. Evidence of the impact of RSS on planning decisions and LDF policies will be vital NWEL should inform and encourage its networks to engage with the Natural Environment White Paper. (Action – ALL – collate examples of RSS impacts)
b. It was agreed that limited funds could be spent on redesigning the bulletin to appeal to a wider audience. Members agreed to provide a number of items for future bulletins to make it work more effectively as a networking tool. The balance between taking a campaigning slant and using emotive language, and being appropriate for wider audiences was discussed. (Action – ALL – 1. Send Peter W information for the bulletin about campaigns, petitions, requests for support, work you’ve done or are doing, events, publications etc – we’re all doing good work and this is a free and easy way to promote it! 2. Forward the bulletin (or items from it) to networks within or outside your organization as appropriate, eg to local groups, project teams, site managers etc)
c. The decline of regional organisations is leading to a loss of important documents, including plans, strategies and the evidence base that informs them. It was suggested that NWEL could provide a repository for key environmental evidence / documentation. (Action – 1. ALL – provide Andy Y with copies of key documents that are in danger of being lost with the demise of GONW, 4NW, NWDA etc; 2. Andy Y – contact (the remains of) the Environmental Evidence Group to see if any other work is underway on this)
d. FoE are leading a joint statement lobbying for the current definition of sustainable development to be included in the Localism Bill. NWEL have been asked to sign. This was considered non-controversial. (Action – Andy Y to circulate the statement and to sign up providing no objections are received by end of week. ALL – encourage individual organisations to sign up if they have not already, eg at national level)

7.
Member subscriptions

Members were reminded to pay as promptly as possible if they’ve been invoiced, or to contact Peter W if there are any problems.

8.
AOB
The Woodland Trust are launching a “Jubilee Woods” programme,  aimed at working in partnership with private landowners, public bodies and community groups to create new woods across the country to celebrate the Queen's Diamond Jubilee. More details will appear in the bulletin.

Caroline D expressed concern at disappearing funding streams impacting on the Manchester Environment Network and is seeking information about other local / sub-regional environmental networks. A request for information will appear in the bulletin.
Potential funding from the Environment Agency is in the same position – we are in the reserve pool for funding. Future funding is likely to be primarily tied to work that can link into the Water Framework Directive and specific catchment areas

Date of next meeting

19th July 2011, 2pm

