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the third sector delivering for the north west





News from the Listen Value Invest campaign
25 March 2010: for immediate release

Investment is vital for our people and communities: 
Third Sector in the North West responds to likely public spending cuts
As research published by the Charity Commission yesterday
 shows that 59 per cent of charities are now affected by the economic downturn, a campaign movement in the North West of England is calling on MPs, councillors and other decision-makers to actively recognise and support the economic and social contribution made by the third sector.

Listen Value Invest is a grass roots movement based on the stories of lives changed and communities transformed, which demonstrate real and lasting economic and social benefit. It calls upon decision-makers to commit to listening, valuing and investing in the third sector, and to translate that commitment into meaningful action.

The campaign was launched at the Houses of Parliament in early March to an audience of MPs, where stories were showcased including an intense mentoring programme
 which helps long-term homeless young people move towards independent living, a training scheme for disabled people
, often excluded from mainstream provision, to start their own businesses, and a young people’s wildlife watch group
 which has reduced anti-social behavior in a deprived area.
Richard Caulfield, Chief Executive of Voluntary Sector North West
 which is co-ordinating the campaign, said that to cut investment in groups like these now would be to store up greater troubles for the future:

“As government, national and local, seeks savings, drives efficiencies and calls for cutbacks, we must tread carefully. Third Sector spending can often be identified as an easy cut to make: and we call on all decision makers to stop and think before cutting Third Sector investment.

“Our stories show the sector contributing positively to the economy, whether helping people become more economically active or representing significant savings by removing the need for costly interventions by statutory services. Decision-makers must show that they value these organisations, our communities and the people of the North West.”

In its first month the Listen Value Invest campaign has already achieved success:
· An Early Day Motion
 has been tabled, committing to supporting the third sector in the North West, and is currently signed by more than 30 MPs.

· More than 300 organisations and groups have downloaded resources from the Listen Value Invest website so they can use the message in their own work.
· The Listen Value Invest campaign has now expanded to the North East region.

In the run-up to the General Election Listen Value Invest will continue to provide a range of resources to help the sector engage with Prospective Parliamentary Candidates, and to hold them to account for the commitments they make.

For more information visit www.listenvalueinvest.org.uk where resources include hints and tips for how to get involved, advice on how to tell your story, logos and branding information, as well as the full story of all the launch case studies.
ENDS

For more information, interviews or more case studies contact Hannah Horton on 07760 752986 or email hannah.horton@vsnw.org.uk 
About Voluntary Sector North West 

VSNW is the regional voluntary sector network for the North West.  Our purpose is to support a connected and influential voluntary and community sector (VCS). Besides working for a well represented sector, current areas of work include supporting VCS health and social care networking and policy, influencing regional strategy and funding on behalf of the VCS, and supporting increased VCS influence over European policy and funding.
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� Public sector cuts could create financial black hole for thousands of charities:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk" �www.charitycommission.gov.uk� 


� Local Solutions: Michael’s Story: � HYPERLINK "http://www.listenvalueinvest.org.uk/page/local-solutions-michaels-story" �http://www.listenvalueinvest.org.uk/page/local-solutions-michaels-story� 


� Expanding Horizons: Chris’s Story: � HYPERLINK "http://www.listenvalueinvest.org.uk/page/expanding-horizons-chriss" �http://www.listenvalueinvest.org.uk/page/expanding-horizons-chriss� 


� Stockbridge Junior Rangers: � HYPERLINK "http://www.listenvalueinvest.org.uk/page/stockbridge-junior-rangers" �http://www.listenvalueinvest.org.uk/page/stockbridge-junior-rangers� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.vsnw.org.uk" �www.vsnw.org.uk� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=40637&SESSION=903" �http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=40637&SESSION=903� 





