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1.
Minutes of the May 2010  meeting
Taken as a true record.

2. 
     Matters Arising.
a.  Regional Housing and Regeneration Board – This Board may survive the downsizing of 4NW so Andy Yuille still pursuing  4NW about how they propose to engage with environmental issues. Andy to report back to NWEL on the outcome. (Action Andy Y)
b. GONW – Angela Coulton, Head of Environment, GONW unable to attend so Martin Wood, GONW deputised (see Agenda item 4 below)
c.NEI and RS2010 – Given the change in the status and format of the RS2010 document, and the significantly reduced chances of NEI being significantly modified before inclusion, NWEL would oppose the use of NEI in its present form within ‘Future North West’.  
d. Schedule of NWEL Meetings – with the probable co-location  of a much reduced 4NW, NWEL is in need of a new venue.  NWEL members  to provide Peter W with bright ideas/offers, please. (Action NWEL and Peter W).
e.River Basin Management Liaison Panel – John Malley, National Trust, would represent NWEL interests on the Panel.

3.
Regional Governance Issues
Since the last meeting, Government have set out their changes to regional governance.

4NW

Funding for Regional Assemblies has ceased but  4NW want to  continue as a Leaders Forum (with the same composition) serviced by a small 4/5 person secretariat assuming that NW local authorities agree to provide sufficient resources. 
The Forum would continue to co-ordinate representation across the region to EC and central government, to add value by co-ordinating input into key policy decisions affecting the region and to provide a forum for voluntary collaboration between the public private and voluntary sectors.
NWDA

The Government is replacing Regional Development Agencies with Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs)  and has written to all Local Authority and Business Leaders asking for outline proposals for establishing LEPs in their areas. 
It is not clear how these bodies are to be funded but, as the Government see them as locally owned partnerships between local authorities and business, they are unlikely to receive significant central funding.  The Government
· expect LEPs to operate “across economic areas” rather than being single regional wide RDA replacements 

· expect equal representation from business and LAs on the new bodies and

·  expect them to provide strategic leadership to set out local economic priorities and

·  to tackle planning, housing, local transport and infrastructure priorities, employment and enterprise and the transition to a low carbon economy. 
4.

Government Policies and Priorities 
Martin Wood, GONW gave a brief but comprehensive overview of the Coalition’s policies and priorities, both generally and on environmental issues, as far as he was able, given the continuing uncertainty and very fast moving policy context prior to the publication of the Comprehensive Spending Review in October.  The emerging policy priorities include; 
· to reduce the unsustainable deficit

· to  make the hard decisions necessary to  reduce public spending at an unprecedented rate

· to rebalance the economy towards the private sector.

·  to dismantle big government by decentralisation and localism, 

· to create an  increased role for voluntary sector and social enterprise bodies within the “Big Society”

· to return decision making powers on housing and planning to LAs
· to  create directly elected Mayors for major cities including Liverpool and Manchester

On environmental issues, the Government was determined to move towards a low carbon economy and to safeguard the country’s natural assets with both carbon pricing and the creation Green Investment Bank key components of  any new environmental policies. A White Paper on the natural environment would be published shortly, one of a raft of policy reviews designed to inform the Comprehensive Spending Review.
During the subsequent discussion, NWEL made the following points;

· there was a genuine willingness on the part of ordinary people to participate in the ‘Big Society’ but bureaucratic and institutional barriers needed to be swept away to enable them to do so.
· NWEL represents over 1million people in the NW and its constituent organisations could be seen as key deliverers of the Government’s ‘Big Society’ aspirations. 

· to do this the voluntary sector need increased access to and co-operation from those remaining public sector agencies/departments with power and resources
· while environmental organisations like Wildlife Trusts are willing to take over and manage land from the state/public sector, such a transition needs adequate funding – transfers ‘on the cheap’ would not succeeed.

· The abolition of RSS  and the return of key decisions to LAs would result in yet further  disruption to the local planning system, particularly  to Local Development Frameworks.

· Some environmental issues can only be dealt with effectively at regional level.

A copy of Martin’s presentation is circulated with these minutes as is a request to NWEL members to help shape the emerging policies on the Big Society etc by providing GONW with their candid views.   

5.
NWEL/VSNW Action Plan and NWEL Finances
VSNW Action Plan

Under an agreement with CPRE, VSNW will be providing funding to enable Andy Y to devote one day a week to NWEL.  The terms of the agreement, incorporated into an Action Plan were endorsed by NWEL.  They provide for
1. NWEL mapping key voluntary and public sector contacts. Information to Peter W by 12 July. (Action NWEL)
2. Regular environmental policy e-bulletins. To be drafted by Peter W from contributions by NWEL members. Items  to Peter W by 12 July to enable first e-bulletin to be issued by end of that week. (Action NWEL and Peter W).
3. Providing quarterly single subject briefings to update NWEL members and wider audiences about key environmental issues. An opportunity for NWEL members to spread their views and knowledge more widely (Action NWEL).
4. Developing an NWEL section on VSNW’s website. (Action Peter W)
5. Logging NWEL attendance at key strategic meetings. (Action Peter W).

EA Funding

Environment Agency funding of £11k has been secured to enable Peter W to continue as Regional Co-ordinator until April 2011.  It was agreed that Peter W be retained until April 2011 at cost of £8,250 plus reasonable expenses.   A written agreement, similar to the VSNW Action Plan will now be drawn up. 

Pay and Rations

NWEL’s account will be transferred from Lancs WT to CPRE asap. (Action Andy Y and Anne S).

6.
RS2010/Future NW
Following the Government’s decision to abolish RSSs, the NW’s RS2010 has been transformed into ‘Future North West: Our Shared Priorities’, a non statutory statement of priorities and framework for activity, to be agreed by the Board on Friday.  Following discussion of the latest draft, it was agreed that the following points should be drawn to the attention of the 4NW Board. (Action Andy Y).
· The Atlantic Gateway (AG) concept has been included in the document at this late stage without being  properly debated or consulted upon.  Future North West should not specifically promote the AG  concept and the document should make clear that it does not support any  individual projects that may arise from the concept and which could have significant environmental impacts. 
· Much of the AG area is designated Green Belt and NWEL are concerned that the inclusion of the AG concept within Future North West does not weaken the documents commitment to the principle that the Green Belt should be protected and enhanced, rather than developed, except in very special circumstances.

NWEL were also concerned that, as members of the RS Advisory Group, they would be required to sign the version of Future North West which would be put to consultation in July, particularly if their reservations  about the Atlantic Gateway and the Green Belt were not satisfactorily addressed.  It was important that NWEL was not seen to walk away from a document they had worked hard and successfully to improve in many ways, so it was agreed that a caveat relating to these issues  be drafted to enable NWEL to sign up to the rest of the document.   NWEL to advise Andy Y of the wording. (Action NWEL and Andy Y).
7. Energy from the Mersey
Lancs WT and RSPB presented their concerns about the potential environmental impact of proposals by Peel Holdings to develop a renewable energy scheme for the Mersey Estuary.  Peel were considering 4 options, a tidal barrage, a Power Gale, a Tidal Fence, a Marine Energy Converter.  See www.mersytidalpower.co.uk for more details. 
NWEL agreed to support Lancs WT/RSPB concerns and their proposal to draft an information document highlighting the value of the environment at stake. 
8.
Date of Next Meeting 

28 September  2010
