
North West Environment Link
Minutes of the 19th July 2011 meeting , at MERCi Offices, Manchester 
Attended
Andy Yuille

CPRE (Chair)

Peter Wilson

NWEL Co-ordinator

Caroline Downey
MERCi

Richard Caulfield
VSNW

Nick Sandford

Woodland Trust
Anne Selby

Lancs WT

Dave Dunlop

Lancs WT

Jo Pugh

NT

Penny Oliver

Forestry Commission

Peter Colley

NW ACTs

Helen Rimmer

FoE

Kate Wilshaw

Cumbria WT

Apologies
Judith Nelson

English Heritage
Brian Jones

Ramblers Assoc
John Thompson
EA

1.
Minutes of May 2011 meeting
Taken as a true record.

2. 
     Matters Arising.
a. ERDF arrangements – centralised control – Local Management Ctee now chaired by DCLG.  DCLG changed organisational structure so that senior civil servants have sub regional responsibilities. Issues about the lack of environmental sector input within LMC especially as vol sector only allocated a single seat. (Action – Andy Y to circulate Leaders Board papers outlining governance structure.) (Anne Selby to enquire whether EA have a seat on LMC)
b. Big Society & Localism Conference – notes circulated.
VSNW  to host a  meeting with senior civil servants / Big Society departmental leads  in October.  (Action - NWEL to collaborate with VSNW to help set agenda for meeting.)

c. Greater Manchester Green Infrastructure Partnership – Andy Y discussed with Ben W the scope for involvement of smaller groups. Anne Selby attended NW Green Infrastructure Group on behalf of NWEL. (Action Andy Y to provide briefing for circulation).
d. Big Society & Environment Report sent to Liz Newton (new NE lead on BS) - but no response received. Kirsty R had agreed to follow up with relevant contacts but no news yet.  Kirsty R had also agreed to circulate Conference Report through GreenSpace network but again no news. (Action Peter W to contact Kirsty R for a progress report).
e. Impact of the status of RSS – Only Kate Wilshaw had provided examples to date.  NWEL would be pressing members for information once the consultation on the Sustainability Appraisal of the revocation of RSSs started later in the year.
f. Environmental Data Archives – With the decline of regional organisations, still great uncertainty about the loss of important documents, especially environmental evidence base. While Leaders Board were talking about establishing a regional archive, their focus was almost exclusively economic. EA were looking to gather/store relevant RIU/NWDA docs.  Still a role for NWEL as repository for key environmental evidence if members wished to forward AndyY copies of key documents they thought  in danger of being lost. (Action All).
g. NWEL Bulletin – NWEL members still reluctant to supply info on campaigns, petitions, events etc for inclusion in Bulletin. Andy Y emphasised importance of bulletin as networking tool and urged greater involvement from NWEL membership. (Action all)
h. Members Subscriptions – As no members contacted Peter W with queries/problems, it was assumed that all subs had now been paid. (Action, Andy Y to check with CPRE treasurer). 

3.
Leaders Board and Regional Transition Issues
Leaders Board
Andy Y to circulate Leaders Board papers. Papers had arrived too late for him to provide any overview/analysis  in advance of the meeting. (Action Andy Y). 

Some emerging issues;

· Concern over economic future of the region

· Arrangements for disposal of NWDA assets.

· Business Leadership Team’s proposal for a conference in Oct/Nov on future direction of NW which Leaders Board are supporting.

Local Economic Partnerships
Of the NW LEPs, only Cheshire and Warrington LEP appears to be taking steps to properly engage vol/community sector. They have set up Stakeholder Forums (on the rural economy, tourism and connectivity/infrastructure).  Cumbria LEP is setting up what they describe as ‘expert panels’ (one on renewable) but their status is unclear. For various reasons, Lancashire LEP was the last to be set up and it is too early to know what they intend to do (if anything) about vol/community sector involvement and environmental issues. 
4. Sub-regional presences and Local Nature Partnerships
Local Nature Partnerships

a. Lancashire – consensus that Lancashire Environmental Forum should form the basis of a Lancashire wide LNP to deliver Lancashire’s Biodiversity Framework. Application on that basis being submitted for July 31st deadline. However, issue still remained about attitude of Morecombe Bay partnership who may want to ‘go it alone’.
b. Manchester – suggestion that AGMA area is obvious basis for the Manchester LNP. 
c. Liverpool – Liverpool City Region (incl Halton) form basis for Liverpool LNP bid to deliver their ecological framework. Mersey Forest a major partner.
d. Cumbria – Cumbria Biodiversity Partnership’ bid to form Cumbria’s LNP has gone to Cumbria CC for signing off prior to submission by the 31 July deadline. 
e. Cheshire and Warrington – The Cheshire and Warrington LEP area will form the basis of their LNP bid.  The lead is being taken by Cheshire WT. 
Some other cross-boundary partnership bids may also emerge. Watch out for forthcoming NWEL briefing on NW LNPs!
LNP issues; 
· Need for good ecological input into emerging LNPs

· Gap between rhetoric about role of LNPs and the limited resources available to run them (Gov pay costs of working up bids but running costs will have to be met from within partnerships.)

· Scope for admin/organisational confusion if both Morecombe Bay Partnership and North Pennines AONB Partnership are reluctant to be subsumed within ‘their’ LNPs. 
(Action – NWEL members to keep Peter W updated on any developments so that he can keep NWEL as a whole informed.)
Sub Regional Presences

Table had been circulated to all on NWEL Bulletin list with an invitation to augment the table with additional known sub-regional networks if necessary.  Table would then be amended and re-circulated as necessary, and sent to lead officers for emerging LNPs to inform their engagement programmes. (Action Peter W).
5.
Linking with sub-regional vol/community sector bodies
Peter W had contacted Faiths for Change, Cheshire and Warrington Change Up Consortium, Merseyside Change Up Consortium, Cumbria CVS, GMCVO and Lancashire Education Business Partnership,  inviting them to establish closer ties with NWEL.  Copies of a short brief about NWEL and the latest NWEL Bulletin had been attached.  To date no response had been received from any of these organisations. (Action  - Richard C to chase up responses.)
6.
Working with 1NW
As the representative of 1NW, who had been invited, had not turned up, this item was deferred.
7.
NWEL Action Plan
Post of Regional Co-ordinator
Potential funding from the Environment Agency for the continuation of this post past October was increasingly unlikely.  Future EA funding is likely to be primarily tied to work that linked to Flood Risk  and  Water Framework Directive to the detriment of wider partnership working.  Peter W said that he would not consider employment on a month to month basis but would relinquish his post in October if funding until end March was not secured. (Action – NWEL members to look at possible sources of future funding). 
National Planning Policy Framework

Great concern was expressed about the implications of the Government’s proposed National Planning Policy Framework. Leaked excerpts from the consultation draft seemed to show a presumption in favour of development. Potentially this ‘pro developer’ bias could be even more serious for the natural environment than the previously mooted Forest sell off. 

Formal consultation was expected to start with the publication of the draft at the end of this month and already major  organisations such as NT were gearing up to alert the public to the implications of the Framework. It was agreed that, as soon as the document was published, NWEL would circulate to members and attempt to co-ordinate a collective response/campaign/briefing etc. (Action Peter W and Andy Y).
8.  
A.O.B
1. Peat Extraction – Lancs WT looking for help with opposition to peat extraction at Chatmoss. Lancs WT are helping Salford oppose the proposals and anyone with relevant expertise/evidence should contact Anne S.
2. Heritage Lottery Fund – Concern about lack of environmental/biodiversity input into assessment. Very difficult for environmental/landscape project bids to get through. (Action – Anne S to provide Peter W with a briefing for circulation).
3. Trees or Turf – The Woodland Trust asked for support from NWEL members for its Trees or Turf campaign and report on the benefits of various types of woodland over grassland in urban and suburban areas. 

Date of next meeting

4th October  2011, 2pm

