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Contact details for all VSNW staff: http://www.vsnw.org.uk/about/staff
This is the eighth VSNW Health Bulletin.

The aim of this bulletin is to succinctly communicate key health and social care work:

· VSNW’s health & social care work

· all relevant work on behalf of the voluntary & community sector (VCS) at a regional level

· key regional and national health and social care issues for VCS organisations

· key networking and learning opportunities for the VCS groups working in health and social care fields.
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Update

The Personalisation agenda seemed to dominate my inbox in the last few weeks.  The consultation on the Direct Payments for Health Care is to close early in January and VSNW would welcome any comments you have.  We are also planning a focus group to be held at VSNW’s offices in Manchester in w.c. 4th January.  If you would like to take part please go to http://www.doodle.com/eycg43gh6ysa3bra to let us know when you would be available.
The pilots sites for the Personal Health Budgets in the North West have also been announced, with eleven areas selected, covering a broad scope from long term conditions to mental health, end of life care and prevention of early onset.

There is also a call for evidence by Anne McGuire, Cabinet Office Advisor on Third Sector Innovation for the third sector’s views on the Personalisation of Education and Learning for children and young people.  If you wish to respond go to http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/innovation/innovation_advisor.aspx
Finally there is a seminar disseminating the learning from a publication called “Contracting for Personalised Outcomes: Learning from Emerging Practice” which was published in August 09 following a project which gathered learning from a number of councils about how they are changing their commissioning and contracting models and practice to be more compatible to personalisation and personal budgets in particular. See Events below to book a place. 
Margaret McLeod

Policy & Network Officer: Health & Social Care

Personal Health Budgets:  NW Pilot Sites and Programme
The following NHS sites have been selected in the North West:  Ashton, Leigh and Wigan, Blackburn with Darwen, Central and Eastern Cheshire; Cumbria Teaching; East Lancashire Teaching, Heywood, Middleton and Rochdale, Manchester, Merseyside – Sefton, Knowsley and Liverpool, Oldham,  Warrington, Western Cheshire.  For more information on the areas of work they will be covering go to http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/health .
NHS 2010-2015: From Good to Great, Preventative, People-Centred, Productive
The Secretary of State Andy Burnham has published a five-year plan to reshape the NHS to meet the challenge of delivering high quality health care in a tough financial environment. The report describes practical measures to meet the demands of an aging population and the increased prevalence of lifestyle diseases. The vision is for an NHS that is organised around patients whether at home, in a community setting or in hospital. There will be a renewed focus on prevention with the ambition of delivering cost-effective high quality care across the service. http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_109876
“NHS as the Preferred Provider” a Dept of Health Clarification
The following is an extract from a statement from the Dept. of Health following the Andy Burnham, Secretary of State for Health’s, speech to the Kings Fund where he stated that the NHS was the preferred provider of NHS services.  Dept of Health were aware his speech caused concern across the third sector and issued the following clarification to allay those concerns:
o The rationale for the announcement was the Secretary of State’s conviction that we had to engage NHS staff in leading innovation and service transformation if the NHS is to be able to meet the substantial quality and productivity challenges it faced. 

o Competition still has an important role to play in enabling innovation and driving service improvement, but it is essential to avoid alienating the majority of NHS staff through naive approaches to competitive tendering. Commissioners need to procure intelligently, using competition where it would add most value. 

o Secretary of State’s statement neither said, nor intended to say, that there would no longer be an important role for the third sector in providing NHS-funded services, but this had been obscured by media coverage and the comments of some stakeholders who held disparate views. 

o The principle of ensuring NHS providers have two opportunities to improve where services are considered to be less than adequate applies equally to third and independent sector providers. 

o The revised PCT Procurement Guide to be released in January, and which ACEVO, Social Enterprise Coalition members and other key stakeholders have been invited to shape, will seek to provide further clarity. 

o Ministers are clear, as will the forthcoming guidance be, that the main opportunities for growth for TSOs (new services and service re-resign, and patient choice) remain open and unaffected by ‘the NHS as our preferred provider’. The third sector arguably has an even bigger role in future in relation to the quality and productivity challenge 

The Health andSocial Care Volunteering Fund
A new funding model designed to broaden and strengthen investment in volunteering in health and social care was recently unveiled today by Care Services Minister, Phil Hope.

The Health and Social Care Volunteering Fund will pave the way for a renewed focus on volunteering projects in the NHS and social care by managing the grants system centrally.  It replaces the Opportunities for Volunteering (OFV) scheme which has been running since 1982. The new scheme will continue to support local volunteering projects in health and social care, and open up the floor to national projects to improve health and wellbeing.  The scheme will be managed by a partnership including leading national third sector bodies, Attend, Community Service Volunteers (CSV) and Prime Timers working with ECOTEC
Applications for grants under the new Fund will open in January 2010. The first round will be for local projects; followed by a second round later in the year will support national schemes. Any third sector organisation wishing to run volunteering projects in the health or social care will be able to apply for funding.  More information at  www.volunteeringfund.com. 
Age Equality in Health and Social Care Consultation Events
On 23 November 2009 the Department of Health launched a consultation, Age Equality in Health and Social Care.  To further increase opportunities for consultation involvement an event will take place on 8th February in Leeds enable the NHS, local authorities and other stakeholders including the third sector to contribute to the consultation and comment on the work in producing a resource pack to support local implementation. To book a place email: ageequalityevents@dh.gsi.gov.uk . Booking closes on Wednesday 6 January 2010. 

PCT Grant Making Powers to Commission Long Term Conditions Self Care Support from Third Sector Organisations
Dept of Health have produced a paper highlighting the role grants can play in developing and supporting low level community activity. The paper says the use of grants is particularly pertinent to commissioning self care support for people with long term conditions.  It goes on to say Third Sector organisations will have an increasingly important role to play in meeting some of the expected increase in demand for self care support.  Read more at http://www.vsnw.org.uk/activities/health .

Swine Flu Update for Third Sector Organisations
The latest update on Swine Flu from the Dept of Health focuses on the eligibility of frontline social care staff for priority vaccination.  It states that being vaccinated against swine flu is the easiest way to protect staff and the people they care for, and help stop the spread of the swine flu pandemic.  If your organisation provides social care services you can find the definition of eligible frontline social care workers at http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/dh_104310.pdf
Local authorities are finalising vaccination programmes to address staff from all sectors of social care. This includes the independent sector, personal assistants and LAs' directly managed staff. The Department of Health has made financial support available for this and details are at http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/groups/dh_digitalassets/documents/digitalasset/dh_108278.pdf .

PSA16 in the North West
Public Service Agreements (PSA’s) set out the government’s top priorities for action as part of the Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR) in October 2007.  PSA 16 focuses on increasing the numbers of people in settled accommodation and in employment, education and training from four target groups (1) Care Leavers at age 19 (2) Offenders under probation supervision, (3) Adults receiving secondary mental health services and (4) Adults with moderate to severe learning disabilities

As part of a 4 month project, focussing on the accommodation needs of adults with mental health problems and learning disabilities to help deliver the regional PSA 16, Paulette Campbell the project coordinator would like your organisation to:

1. Contact DHNW (details below) and let her know how much you know about PSA 16 – how much can your organisation contribute to its overall aims (or do you do so already)? 
2. Provide comment on the barriers faced by individuals with mental health or learning difficulties in trying to gain access to, or maintain settled accommodation. (Or the organisations working with them.)

3. Let her know if you are able to facilitate access to client groups in order to get their input into the PSA and policy development process.  Due to time constraints she would ideally  wish to attend only larger, sub-regional forums wherever possible) 
4. Provide examples of good practice in the North West region, with positive steps taken to improve access to settled accommodation for these client groups? (In particular, ‘more than bricks and mortar’ approaches to working with these client groups – the appointment of employment advisory support, creation of social enterprises, provision of education and / or training programmes for vulnerable tenants.)
If you wish to know more about PSA 16, have examples of good practice you wish to highlight or have comment on any difficulties encountered in trying to engage adults with mental health problems or learning disabilities please contact:  Paulette Campbell.  Tel:  0161 718 1349. Email: Paulette.Campbell@northwestjip.nhs.uk

Events

· Contracting for Personalised Outcomes – 18th January – Manchester.  A full day event disseminating the learning from the publication Contracting for personalised outcomes: learning from emerging practice'.  Event is aimed at local authority commissioning and contracting staff and providers.  Email: rachel.cross@northwestjip.nhs.uk to book a place.
·  In Control - The Big International Event 2010 – Personalisation Conference – 16th March 2010 – Liverpool.  More information email: admin@in-control.org.uk or telephone 0156 482 1650
· George House Trust - One Day National HIV Social Care Conference:   Still Living with HIV: Building Together for Tomorrow - Tuesday 20th April 2010 - Manchester Central Convention Complex.   Email: kath@ght.org.uk.
· Let’s Talk Adoption – national convention for adopted people – 20th April 2010.  More information at www.afteradoption.org.uk/letstalkadoption.

· Faith Action and the Race Equality Foundation:  Health Issues, Policy and Solutions: A focus on health equality, 19th January 2010, London.  For more information email events@faithaction.net or call 0845 094 6350

To subscribe or contribute 

To subscribe to VSNW’s Bulletin please email health@vsnw.org.uk with the subject line: “Subscribe to Health Bulletin”. 

Margaret McLeod

Policy & Network Officer:  Health & Social Care

Email: margaret.mcleod@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9303
Mob: 07908 683927
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