[image: image1.png]Voluntary Sector North West




VCS Representative: Worklessness and mental health
Lesley Connor
Sector Skills Coordinator
Email: lesley.connor@vsnw.org.uk
Tel: 0161 276 9302
29 August 2008
 VCS Representative needed: worklessness and mental health

Voluntary Sector North West (VSNW) is the regional voluntary sector network for the North West. It has a membership of over 140 local infrastructure and region-wide organisations based and working for the voluntary and community sector in the region. Our aim is to ensure that the North West Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS), in all its diversity, takes its place in shaping the future of the North West. 

An important aspect of our work is ensuring the VCS is represented and has a voice in shaping policy and strategy in the region, and to do this we work closely with regional bodies, including 4North West (regional assembly) North West Regional Development Agency and Government Office North West as well as other public bodies operating at a regional level. VSNW is committed to supporting and developing structures that are effective and efficient and ensure that the VCS has the right representation in the right places with communication channels that are clear and effective. To this end we work with and through existing VCS networks (specialist and infrastructure) in the region, and support the development of new networks where appropriate. 

We are looking for a regional VCS representative to sit on the Regional Employment Team, a policy group that aims to increase the employment rates for people who use secondary mental health services. The representative will need to be: 

· a VCS provider of services or support to people using secondary mental health services

·  based in and active in the North West Region (or part of it)

· able to demonstrate active existing links to relevant VCS networks operating within the North West, (at a regional, sub regional or local level) 

· knowledge of the range of organisations providing mental health services in the VCS in order to promote the role of the sector as a whole 

· capable of strategic thinking and planning at a regional level 

· willing to feedback to the sector via VSNW, using our website and bulletin 

· able to attend quarterly meetings (held in Manchester) The next meeting of the group is scheduled to take place on 2nd October 2008. Expenses to cover travel to quarterly meetings can be arranged.

The North West Regional Employment Team was established in response to Action 23 of the government’s social exclusion strategy Reaching Out .
The purpose of the Steering Group is to ensure that the Regional Employment Team develops and implements a regional strategy to increase the proportion of people receiving secondary mental health services who are in paid and sustainable employment.

A draft strategy ‘Improving the Employment Rates of People Using Secondary Mental Health Services: A Regional Strategy for the North West’ has been produced to guide this work

More information on the role of the steering group is available here: Steering Group Terms of Reference
If you think you may be interested in this representative role then please contact Lesley Connor at VSNW to discuss.
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