Conversations with Commissioners – Preparatory Questions
These questions were sourced through the Health Partnership at the Greater Manchester Centre for Voluntary Organisation. These questions are intended to provide you with an insight into the kind of conversations you may expect to have at the 9th September event.
· How are commissioners working with their local voluntary sectors, in particular, how many fund or give support of some kind to their local CVS (infrastructure support organisation)?
Voluntary & Community Action Trafford

· What are the prioritised health improvement outcomes for the next five years in your locality?

· Within which communities in your locality do the greatest health inequalities exist, and what are your plans to reduce them?

· What impact will the personalisation of health budgets have on commissioning and contracting with the third sector?
· Do you expect more services to be provided in-house, rather than being commissioned out, due to the recession? In other words, will third sector service providers become more insignificant or will there still be opportunities? If so, where will those opportunities be advertised to the sector?

Greater Manchester Centre for Voluntary Organisation
· How are  you  ensuring there is equity and robust  planning  in  your  commissioning decisions when  faced  with an ever increasing demand from Black and minority ethnic  communities to support specialist niche services? 

· Have you as Commissioners  got accurate  intelligence on  your  local  population to make informed and sensible decisions  on  who and  how  funding  is allocated?

· Can  we sit  around  the  table  and explore how   we  can  jointly deliver  "Cost  effective services",  we  are  keen  to  transfer the  concept  of "Payment  by  Result"  to  the  Third  Sector/  especially  smaller BME  organisations.

Manchester Race & Health Forum

· Have any of the PCT’s used the new Community Contract, if so what has been the impact of this and have they received any feedback on it?

· There is currently much discussion about increasing community based provision – what is being done to/how can we involve the third sector in this?

· In next 18 months we are likely to see further dramatic reductions in the public purse, how is it going to impact the third sector?

Tameside Third Sector Coalition
· Within the World Class Commissioning framework, Competency 2 is around working with community partners. How are you addressing this in your PCT? For example, have you identified a specific commissioner who will take a lead on developing partnerships with third sector organisations? (Who is it?)
· Have you got a market development strategy in place for stimulating third sector provision? If not, is this something you would consider developing?

Manchester Alliance for Community Care

· What are the greatest challenges with which you are seeking help?

· In what specific areas are you seeking creative and innovative responses to the issues that you face?

· How important is additional social / public value to your organisation, beyond the delivery of service outcomes?

Unlimited Potential (Salford)
· We are a Greater Manchester sensory disability organisation which supports visually impaired people along a number of public health and social care pathways. We are currently grant-maintained but are hoping to change our funding arrangements and secure some long-term contracts with our PCTs. How would you suggest we go about this? Should we contact all ten PCT commissioners separately and if so, where would we start?’

Henshaws (Greater Manchester)
[image: image1.emf]
St Thomas Centre

Ardwick Green North

Manchester M12 6FZ

Reg. Charity No. 504542

Company Limited by Guarantee

Reg. in England No. 1223344

Reg. Office as above

Funded by AGMPCTs







