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	Headline News

	1. Equality Impact Assessments of policy documents: ongoing concerns about lack of EIA procedure and recommendations

2.  Regional strategy reminder of dates for consultation and need expressed to ensure venues are accessible. 
3. Lakes to Dales – Natural England consultation on possible extensions to the Lake District and Yorkshire Dales National Parks. Recommendations from 4NW changed to be more positive to Natural England proposals. Public consultation until 17th March 2010.
4. Consultation on National Policy Statements (NPS), mainly focused around Draft Statements relating to types of energy and ports. (including overarching NPS on Energy, NPS for Fossil Fuel Electricity Generating Infrastructure, Renewable Energy Infrastructure, Gas Supply Infrastructure and Gas and Oil Pipelines, Electricity Networks Infrastructure, Nuclear Power Generation). Consultation response to 4NW by 1st February 2010 (duncan.mccorquodale@4nw.org.uk)
5.  Consultation on Rural Affordable Housing on Rural Exception Sites to encourage landlords to bring forward land for development as affordable housing.  12 week consultation finishing on 18th February 2010.

 DEFRA consultation on Marine Plan Areas was noted.


	Further Details

	1. Raised ongoing concerns about lack of equality impact assessments on policies. Reply was that advice given to 4NW was that these would be included in Sustainability assessments, however, these are also not included in the Implication section at the end of documents. Will be taking further advice from EHRC and elsewhere.

2. Concern about organisation of regional consultations. Consultation in Manchester to be held in a venue not accessible for wheelchair users – raised this as an issue at the NW Equality and Diversity Group and mentioned it here in relation to consultation issues generally as needing to follow best practice.

3. The proposed response from 4NW was criticised by a number of representatives as being too negative. It was pointed out that support for the national parks is in RS2010 and that concerns about the siting of a possible high speed rail link could be accommodated within the national park. It was agreed to cautiously welcome the extensions and ask Natural England to consider the boundaries for transport in light of sustainability and other requirements.

4. National Policy Statements relating to energy and ports

The comments were related to

· The interaction between NPSs and regional/local policy

· The opportunities for consultation and community involvement

· The need to ensure that associated infrastructure for energy development is co-ordinated in a coherent and timely manner.
Concerns expressed about assumptions relating to waste disposal systems. Important to ensure that regional strategy includes appropriate facilities. The policy statements refer to the importance of regional strategies although national policy would take precedence if there were conflicts. It would be helpful to have the further guidance mentioned on the relationship between the NPS and the planning system. Further guidance is also requested on local impact reports which will be prepared.

Some discussion on consultation and community involvement, particularly as individuals have complained that they only heard about the last consultation by accident. At the last consultation, only 4 individuals were there, but over 100 organisations. There are 3 key rounds of consultation and the 2008 Planning Act was cited as providing detail of how consultations should be carried out. I made some recommendations for further strategies for consultation which will be sent to 4NW. 

5. Rural Affordable Housing on Exception Sites. Concerns expressed in relation to landlords providing funding can nominate up to 100% of tenancies from employees and/or relatives. Recognised it was important to ensure that this was monitored effectively and any projects met the local criteria for housing need. It was agreed that Section 106 with a legally binding agreement was the best way to keep landlords to their agreement although planning conditions can also be used. Further debate and guidance on “housing need” would be welcomed. It was also noted that any new development should include accessible and sustainable design features for homes.

	Impact on RS2010 / Significant Changes from previous meetings

	No impact, rather that energy issues from RS2010 might be taken into account in NPSs.

	Groups / Networks / Organisations who will be interested in this information

	Environmental groups (energy national policy statements, extension of National Parks)
Housing groups in rural areas

Equality and Diversity Groups in relation to Equality Impact Assessment

Local groups with an interest in National Parks issues



